EDIBLE LIZARDS

steppe. Two hedgehogs which I caught were of a sandy
colour and small in comparison with the larger black type
of Oman. Here they are said to attack and kill snakes, but
to go in craven fear of the vulture, on whose approach they
weakly unbend and, abandoning their natural protection,
become ready victims.

Of birds, I saw no vulture in the steppe, though I had
expected to meet it, but came upon the lifeless body of a
large black eagle. The presence of either vulture or eagle
in the sky is regarded as a sign that an encampment may be
near. The black raven was common, and I shot an interest-
ing example with a neck ringed with white feathers. A
Badu asked for the heart of another pure black specimen
which he proposed to eat raw because of some virtue it
possessed: its bile is also used by them for the eyes in the
same way as kohl (antimony) by the sedentary Arab. A
bird which I did not see but heard night after night at
Mugshin was the owl. Ostriches had been shot in this
steppe by members of my escort in past years, but they are
now extinct (except for a few in the Sa'ar habitat to the
west), though I picked up many fragments of petrified
ostrich shell. The extinction of the ostrich in the southern
steppe dates from its pursuit by Badawin armed with modern
rifles. Of the smaller birds I shot, a finch lark was the rarest
and most interesting scientific specimen; the bulbul, Senegal
sandgrouse, and a brown babbler were indigenous creatures
one expected to find, and a Kashmir redstart, white wag-
tail and Tibetan desert chat were all migrants either passing
to winter in Africa, or possibly cold weather visitors to the
Hadhramaut. I also collected butterflies, wasps, ants and
spiders, a list of which is given in Appendix II.

My Badawin toyed bare-handed with a large scorpion,
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